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Scope of Presentation

 ISBT 128 label design for final affixed label
 Full 100mm x 100mm label
 Designated locations for particular 

information
 Appearance of standardized text
 Examples of labels
 Partial labels
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Standard Bar Code Placement
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Standard Bar Code Placement
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Standard Bar Code Placement
 By always placing the bar codes in the same 

location, users know which bar code to scan 
for particular information.
Requires initial training to recognize bar codes

 Allows for concatenation
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Standard Bar Code Placement
 Overcome language barriers
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Upper Left Quadrant (ULQ)
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Upper Left Quadrant
 Appearance of DIN:
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Upper Left Quadrant

 Collection date/time not required to be 
machine readable or in text

 Rx Only text is required for licensed products.

Slide 9



Copyright ICCBBACopyright ICCBBA

Upper Left Quadrant – Example Label
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Non-bar coded collection date
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Upper Left Quadrant – Example Label
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Bar coded collection date



Copyright ICCBBACopyright ICCBBA

Upper Left Quadrant – Example Label

 When trying to maintain confidentiality, the 
facility name should not appear 
(e.g., matched unrelated donors).
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Lower Left Quadrant (LLQ)
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Lower Left Quadrant (LLQ)
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Lower Left Quadrant – Example Labels
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Upper Right Quadrant (URQ)
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Upper Right Quadrant
 The ABO/RhD may not be known or not applicable.
 If ABO/RhD is known:
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These examples would apply 
to cord bloods where the
intended recipient is not known
at the time of freezing
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Upper Right Quadrant

 Format of donor ID number is up to the 
facility assigning the number
 ISBT 128 donor number format is available (refer 

to Data Structure 019)

 For autologous units, donor information is 
included in the lower right quadrant as part of 
the recipient information.
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Upper Right Quadrant – Label Examples
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Upper Right Quadrant – Label Examples

Slide 20



Copyright ICCBBACopyright ICCBBA

Lower Right Quadrant (LRQ)
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Lower Right Quadrant

 Expiration date/time not required to be bar 
coded

 Recipient information (if known) appears 
below the expiration and is not required to be 
bar coded.
Donor/Recipient information if autologous
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Lower Right Quadrant – Label Examples
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Full Label Examples
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Full Label Examples
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Full Label Examples
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Full Label Examples
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Partial Labels
 For small containers, a partial label must be 

used

 Size of container will dictate the size of the 
partial label
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Partial Labels
 Not all information will fit on a partial label

 Minimum information on a partial label:
Electronically readable DIN

 Electronically readable Product Code too if 2D bar code

Eye readable DIN, flag characters, and check 
character

Eye readable product code
 “Product: ” verbiage

Recipient information
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Partial Labels
 The use of 2D bar codes is encouraged
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Partial Labels - Examples
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Partial Labels - Examples
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Other Labeling Considerations

 Facilities may add non-standardized 
additional text when space permits.

 A minimum font size of 8 should be used.
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Other Labeling Considerations
 Acceptable text formats for the date:
18 MAR 2014
2014-03-18 (based on ISO 8601-2004)

 ISBT 128 requires that the time also be provided 
in Universal Coordinated Time (UTC) when the 
product will cross a time zone and an 
international border
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Questions

 Erwin Cabana
 erwin.cabana@iccbba.org
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